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HOUSTON FREEWAY.

A Historical and Visual Journey
by Erik Slotboom

On September 30, 1948, a crowd of Houstonians gathered on a Gulf
Freeway averpass to witness the dedication of Houstan's first
freeway. Houston's freeway journey began. Houston Freeways
traces the history and influence of the freeway system with extensive
phatography, fascinating stories, remarkable people and time
capsules from the past.

Updated July 22, 2015
Analysis of TxDOT's plan for downtown
freeways and I-45 North (May 10, 2015)

% plan Analysis

Used Books on Amazon Usually in the $50-100 price range
Photos Hauston freeway photos, mostly
construction in progress; also roadtrip
phatas from around Texas and the USA
Video Video of Houston freeways; also some
Dallas-Fort Worth and roadtrip videos
Five Year Retrospective This report, posted on the fifth
anniversary of the release of Houston
Freeways, summarizes Houston's freeway
accomplishments in the canstruction
hoom periad from 2003 to 2008
Corrections and A (short] listing of errars in the printed
Updates book

Links
The web site for my second book,
Dallas-Fort Worth Freeways,
Texas-Sized Ambition, released in 2012

DFWFreeways.com

SolarPlots.info My web site to plot the pasition of the
sun, mainly for photography

The web site I launched in July 2000,
managed by Ron Jackson since 2004 but
dormant for many years.

TexasFreeway.com

TexasHighwayMan.com Brian Purcell's excellent site covering San

Antanio
Related Content

Sharpstown History I prepared this for the Sharpstown Civic
Assaciation newsletter. It covers Frank
Sharp's efforts to bring the original seven
astronauts to Sharpstown in 1962 and the
1962 Paradle of Homes.

TAKE THE PHOTO CHALLENGE

Identify the location of these historical and aerial photos.
E£ach challenge has 15 photos
Historical Aerial

Begi November 2002
Intermediate September 2002
Expert November 2002 and May 2003
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Origins of Houston’s Freeways

1930

Late 1930s

1940

1943

1946

Governor Ross Sterling proposes the Houston-
Galveston Super Highway

Houston Mayor Oscar Holcombe promotes the
Gulf Freeway

City of Houston buys the right-of-way of the
Galveston-Houston Electric Railway

TxXDOT approves the Gulf Freeway. Other routes
approved in 1945.

Construction begins on the Gulf Freeway



Houston’s Freeway Era Begins

Gulf Freeway Dedication
September 30, 1948

Dewitt Greer and Oscar Holcombe




Where it all began

Gulf Freeway at Calhoun, November 1948




Celebrating Traffic

Traffic count sign
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Development of the Freeway Master Plan
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Development of the Freeway Master Plan

1953 Plan shows the West Loop aligned through
Bellaire on Post Oak
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Development of the Freeway Master Plan

1954

Plan has the
West Loop
on Post Oak
and the
Southwest
Freeway
through
north Bellaire

HOUSTON GHAMBER OF COMMERCE
HIGHWAY COMMITTEE

MASTER FREEWAY PLAN

FOR

HOUSTON & HARRIS COUNTY, TEXAS

MARCH, 1954
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Building Public Support: 1956 $15 million bond issue
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1958 Harris County $15 million bond Election
(=124 million in 2015 dollars)




The Visionary T«DOT-H t The Underachiever
X -AouUSston

Leaders In the
Golden Era

Loop 610 and

o Outside the Loop |
inside the Loop

A.C. Kyser, 1907-1984 Wiley Carmichael,
Houston Urban Project 1912-1996
Office Manager, TxDOT Houston District
1955-1972 Manager, 1955-1973

¥ Talks oh

b 0 men most respons:ble for the

ssway system within Harris Coumyu—\ FREEWAYS AT -

aﬁ*; B aswork that g | A summary of the freeway projects within Harris County.
& ve A..C. Kyser and saie | Much has been completed. The remamder 15 earmarkéd.
:Wﬂey Carmichael, State aw w3 |

; Department Dis- ¥ |
‘t’nct Engineer. Here, Kyser, » !
awith the co-operation of S
Carmichael, presents the

. Link America’s great »
| for construction.

Interstate Highway System (financed 90 per cent by the
federal government, 10 per cent by the state):

Inferstates4d- ;. e 0oz mas b

Interstate 10 .

; Interstale 610 Loop
current status and the fu- ®°7 W S
iture outlook of Harris ! 'hml
County's primary and in- Primary nghway System (finaqced by state and county,

terstate system.) KYSER but built to freeway standards)




Jopartment's engineer-manager

A.C. Kyser
retirement, 1972

Department. \

- “If you folks get in a traffic

Jjam, it's your own fault,"”
ya.?r said. §'I'm going fish-

ser was the highway de-

au :-vfnd

to Seadrift, far away from
1 raffic jams and lmnklng

Albert €. Kyser, 85, retired

near Port O'Connor after 38
ears with the Texas Highway
partment,

- "I you folks get in a traffic

Jam, it's your own fault,”
ys:r said. §1'm going fish-

j Cyser was the highway de-

. ent's engineer- manuscr
E ﬂ the city's expressway sys-
|| tem for the past 17 }'ear\
_' Kyser was he man

state highway admin-
ineer, said, ‘Most

ho wwm

and bui of
frhamya has m‘m

his new home on the San
‘tonio Bay wlth his wife Mar-

& Monday to the coastal town

the systemr,' Bill Mc.

Kyser said he will .wol:k.

garet,
“We were wnrldnu hard
college kids when we %
he said. "1 was washing
es at an Austin cafe, and she | |
was waiting tables." '
Kyser said he retired é.u;:
as his pet project, the
Loop bridge over the al\la
channel, nears completion.
“I drew the preliminary
signs on_the dte in 196
Kyser said. “The projee
be through in a few montl




Origins of a Freeway on Post Oak Road

December 1931:

Bypass routes
proposed

“The purpose of
these two loops
IS to divert traffic
around the city
avoiding
congested city
streets.”

AND SPORTS

Fouston Jost Bigpatc!
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PROPOSED NORTH AND WEST LOOPS AROUND CITY

Turning

Basin on the ship chanuel,

Basin,

Below i= shown the proposed north and west Ioop ronds nround Honston connecting the main arterial highways eutering the city with the
The purpose of these twa loops
parth Ioop runs from stute highway No. 6, the Washington county
Crosby road, and on to the Turutvg

The west loop tuns Trom state hiz zhway No. 78, the Katy rond, and along the west side of the cits fo
connect with Hellaire boulevard and

on to Seuth Main street and thence

to divert heavy traffic around the city av ciding conzested city streets.  The
nv, across the narth of the city to connect unh state hl”hl::y No. 3. the

to the Tuming Basip. Map, courtesy Harris connty enginecr. |
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1942: Bypass . -

PROPOSED g
Loop Study for FOR DEFENSE puoktabs
national defense W

b 1 B0
|

Loop followed Post Oak
Road and Bellaire Blvd

PRELIMINARY STUDY
FOR

A PRIMARY DEFENSE NEED
OF HOUSTON AND VICINITY

A BY-PASS OR LOOP THdROUGHFARE

CITY PLANNING COMMISSION
HOUSTON , TEXAS




September 1954: Official Request for inclusion in
the state highway system

Shown below: pages from official presentation booklet

\QC b e t h
| ¥ Ll
P HIGHWAY COMMISSION

a3 t a t e G e x a s

AP L E A B QR i R e i

in HARRIS COUNTY and
the city of HOUSTON.
‘y‘_:},-‘r ,,-;.-; T

| PRESENT LOAD

| ASSIGNMENT OF 1953 TRAFFIC TO
‘ EXISTING AND PROPOSED FREEWAYS




Influential
Support for the
Post Oak
Alignment

R.E. “Bob” Smith
1894-1973

“By 1964 Smith owned
more land than any other
person in Harris County,

over 11,000 acres”
— Texas State Historical
Association web site




West Loop North of Westheimer
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West Loop at San Felipe
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December 1954

Houston City Council initially rejects alignment due
to perceived benefit for Smith

Houston Chronicle, December 23, 1954 [T T

“...a majority [of council members] indicated

opposition on the argument that the routing would
increase the value of vacant land owned by
Robert E. Smith, political backer of the mayor”
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Some 250 feet of right of imate routing of the proposed We.
“Prnlmsi‘(l routing of the Buffalo Bayou -and Westheim Way is needed for the Free f‘ - Post Qak. ’%he brokl;n gme: indfgag;pmir::e\gaiﬂfggg
fesl Loop Freeway between |erewill be turned down, sev- wiy Post Oak already has "
1 ,,[”_‘,\ counellmen ndicated 150 feet of right of way, bul i,a:;: losf clifésatpeorak é{iﬁugi} valc]int ]and- Where rlght of
\, after an on-the-ground inspe there are expensive improve J 1 P 2 erwise, e freeway genera]ly fol-
tion of the route Thesday.  ments on the additional right ows Post Oak. Plans call for 250 feet of right of way.
The city planning commis of way that would have to be - Post Oak now has 120 feet of right of way north of
son’ recommended  (hat ‘the acquired when the Freeway Westheimer and 100 feet south of that street.
xoule go just east of Post Oak goes i

Rd. through vacant land I'he councilmen argued that

This would eliminate & re- owners of properly along Post Loo Fre

verse curve on Post Oak just Oak wonld he “stranded” if eway
south of the bayou.and right the recommended route were T

of way would be $350,000 to adopted And most of them

$450,000 cheaper than if Postexpressed doubt thal sawnigs Ge i S i ou h I IC }
Oak were widened, it is esti- quoted by Ellifril are correct
maled \ ,-

Councilmen who made the

e : “The plannipg commission tour with Ellifrit were Dr. Ira BY MEL YOUNG m’a:;,r .;fswka:t. t‘tl?hu -
! had no choice dne way or the Kohler, George - Marquetle, Chrenicle Stasf the moting fal 2 tie vote iﬂﬁ‘g
% ather on ihe  route, except Matt Wilson, Jim Heflin and Four, city councilmen have otion failed. |
that tlie route through the Georse Kesseler. Councilmens dealt what could be a knock.|, . . M0tion was to set build- |
vacant areas would be less ex- u’lId(“::‘l"‘l{"l’;a:’:‘:ke:lll::d ‘:";g out punch to the proposed ing lines only from W. Alaba.
{‘:I!w‘f;:fp;l".‘i‘flllalll:'llltn":rhl:)':‘;:: along. - ¥ N ‘( i $25,000,000 West LUOP Free. ma to Alief Rd" one ‘segmen

] nf tha nrained whink .. 1
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Socialite Candace Mossler (died 1976) and
Developer Melvin Powers (died 2010)

Candace Mossler began an
affair with her nephew Melvin
Powers in 1962

Jacques Mossler, husband of
Candace, moves to Florida
after uncovering the affair

Jacques Mossler murdered in
Florida in June 1964, leaving
$33 million estate

Candace Mossler and Melvin
Powers accused; acquitted in
sensational trial in 1966

Powers becomes successful
real estate developer,
including the Arena Towers
on US 59
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Timeline of Loop 610 Planning in Bellaire

e/%de TEXAN

BELLAIRE'S OWN WEEKLY COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER

Serving Dellaire. Robindell, Brac Burn Terrace, Larkwood, Willew Bend, Sharpstown

ec. 1954 Bellaire residents THE

olume 2—Number 8 - Bellaire, Texas, Thursday, April 7, 1955 Se~—Subscription $2.00 per year
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— urchase right of way.
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§ "3 T, whe Io amisiant Ke- By Dy
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! swpt !‘-uaemor in ifne Oper- |, By ."1“*1’,1“"“’”:';

|' ating ream

pialy wemt N e Im:hwny Engineer W, B, Car-
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The nTn value of right-of<

) % . |way land on both sides of Post
agy, T 1019 mumber Y- |50k in Bellaire is $3.85325,

Next day, Mr. Till, whe'y | The centomplated sale of $345,
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¢ 16t and Cyprest, west of Sharpstown. The bullding will | “This (50 por cent) we under-
ximum prac
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Timeline of Loop 610 Planning in Bellaire

Feb. 1956 North of Bellaire Blvd,
alignment shifted to
the west side of Post
Oak due to Marian
Catholic High School

“When we had to pick up 50 more feet [from
Marian Catholic High School], they said the
additional footage from their side would ruin
them”

“It's better to take houses than go up
against the Catholic Church,” said County
Attorney Burke Holman. “It doesn’t pay to
fight them.”

¥

.-THE BELLAIRE TEXAN

Wednesday, April 4, 1956

Esc Sets...

(continued from page 1)

slnn We're here only to get
off our chest™

4 spoke indicated the
¥ ihrough Bellaife is a bitter

penpls in ease of disaster.
EP there any legal way
ging the route?”

47 |R. Eelton ot 4627

answered Mr
B no legal way”

‘Thul just about sums it up,” |
or | OB }Im.stons original Freeways
Commissioner |~ o plan for

o _swallow,
She was Mrs. Harland mﬂu
of 4105 Tamarisk, who remin

returned Mr. Kelton.
Mr, Kaiser, who has charge

the opmismeeﬁng, “Then th: of Freeways within Houston and

five mile radlus, informed’ the
tha peop[c on the following points:
‘ . Post Qak Freeway has been |/

a 250 foot Freewsy on the west

Bitter Pill
All but one local resident who side of Post Oak Road through

pﬁ | Bellaire city

limits.
3. The State }hxhway Depart-
ment added 50 more feet to the
right-of-way and changed the

ed the crowd that Post Oak Toute. =
Road is designated as 'a Civil| °
Dete

a
_ the | explained M.

Ruin Taem
“Marisn Catholic High School,”
Kaiser, “was built
according to the 250 foot right-
of |of-way. When we had to pick

ed Hugh \.p 50 mere 1eet, ‘they’ .md the
ar Oaks l dditional from

“I# the wheel tax u;.r_umed, de would
e el [begen, County Atorney Burks

nzln ?.hgm."
Bgfom the open hearing

urrounded by a huddle

F - DO IT YOURSELF

|
AL 7
IELP YOU KEEP
| TIP-TOP CONDITION
INTS= -/
irs, associated Products
WROUGHT

Ho!
o! Be].laire people, was
|by George ‘Francklow of 1119
| Shettield, "Why take homes on
| the west 'side when there is open
{land on the east?”
| “It's better o take  houses
[than go up egalnst the Catholic
== | Church,” said Mr, Holman, “It's
= |doesn't pay to n;ht them. We
|have been through this same
| situation before”

No More Changes

3. Thé building lines adopted
| Thursday are detinite.

J. O. Smith of 301 North Post
Oak Roadr-brought laughter
when he asked the court “if I
can go home and tell my wife
|to look for a house.”

5. Other routes have been in-
vestigal

R.R. Route Out

it is not practical to follow
a Freeway along 2 railroad
Mr, Kaiser e: “The com-
plications on interchanges are 100
gren It would be an impossible
situation.”

A further west routing was
considered but dropped because
e '‘west side had bullt up."
County Commissioner Phillip
|Sayres told the crowd that the
ccu:xty had been making surveys

two years.
"Freewin haven't hurt any
community,” said  Mr, S_:yrgs,
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“Then you're ruining Bellalre,” |

Mr. Holman presented Harris
County's wheel tax case before
tn¢ Lexas Supreme Lourt lor a
in January,

e raisea. 1t points of eon-
stiluuen on e waecel tax, Xou

Just -can't get fune- men 1o dgree
on tnose pomts, ne said. “Laea
Wednesday 1've been noping tnat
a decision would be handed
down."”

8. The Post Oak Ditech wil
be covered . :

Bellu.res Pmblem

“1¢'s up ‘to Bellaire to provide
one halt of the cost of covering
Post Qak  Ditch,” " Mr. Kaiser
said,

Some In the crowd wondered
veeally how Bellaire could pay
whene—-as Mrs. Prentiss Young
pointed out--"It will be awlm.ly
fard put when the city loses
the tax money from homes with.

in the b

After the meeting Mr, Kaiser
told The Texan, “Your highway
tax dol goes for roads--not
fo solve any city's storm sewer
problem.”

According to -Mr.  Kaiser the
Post_ Oak. Freeway will turn
east Bbout half a mile south of
Bellaire . city limits and even-
tually tie jn- with Highway 73
and not go as far as South Main
Street through Willow Bend and
Westbury.

Hardship Cases

To Charles Martin's guestion
as to “what happens to the value
of property on the edge of Free-
ways and especially near the
overpasses,” Mr, - Chapman an-
swered, “That will = be hassel-
ed out as hardship. cases.”

Commissioner Squatty Lyons
brought ‘the open -hearing to a
quick close ' within ‘an  hour.

Commissioner Chapman - made
t.hu motion, Commissioner V, V.

Ramsey seconded, and a un-
animous vpte followed.

After the meeting, D.'C. O'-
Neal of 4700 ‘Maple, talking of
property values of homes on the
Freeway put his case simply to
Mr. Kaiser:

“I just want to sell one of the
ecounty commissioners my house
—-right now.”

He had no takers.




Timeline of Loop 610 Planning in Bellaire

March 1956 Bellaire residents pack Harris County
Commissioners Court to protest;
Commissioners approve final alignment

P.0. Freeway Hearmg Thursday ToDraw Many

Bellaire residents are cxpccted "House at San Jacinto and Pres-, All the County C put: the, H of. the Free=
to. jam the County Commission-|ton, are expecled to be at the hear— way to Bellaire voters, sald she
ers Court Room Thursday morn-| “I've told each person ealling|ing. and a group of other women
ing for the public hearing on|to come on down, that he is| Mr, Richardson will present|will attend, but their husbands
lhc proposed Post Oak Frecway, "wch:cmc That's the purpose of |the map of the Freeway and the|could not get away at that time

“By the number of phone calls |the pubhc hearing,” Mr, Richard. | application to set the bullding|of the day from their offices,
I\c gotten," said Assistant Coun- [son sald, nes., Another  Bellaire  resident;

y Attorney W, K. Richardsen,| "“Any property owner along\ In Bellaire, residents within whose homa is within the build-
"“m room should be filled.” {Post Oak Freeway or any other the lines and the fringes have|, = -

The meeting will be held ‘at|interesied party can get up and|indicated they will attend, Mrs [ing lines told The Texan she
10:30 a.m. on the eighth floor|talkk or ask gquestions” the at-|Prentiss Young, whose husband|was going “to sec what was go-
of the now Harris County Court!torney doclared. Iheadea the petition committee toling to bo sald”

THE Lolliuihe TEXAN

BELLAIRE'S OWN WEEKLY COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER

Vol. 3—No. 7 Bellaire, Texas, Friday, March 28, 1956 Sc—Subseription $2.50 per year

New Post, Office F':or Bellaire?
Brass Conferring
Here This Week

Serving Bellaire, Flack Estates, Robindell, Bras Burn Temce', Larkwood, Willow Bend, Sharpstown b f

And’ straw ana

was a rough night.

pee-stung
faces, arms and legs certainly
weren't meant for each other, It

given First Aid by the Bellaire
Emergency crew. and taken to
Jeﬂerson Davis Hospita].

Bellaantes Protest

County Sets Fmal
P. 0. Freeway Lines

'I‘he ‘Harris Cou_nty Commis~
sioners - Thursday - unanimously
adopted the building lines of
Post ‘Oak  Freeway . drawn by
the Texas State Highway De-
partment.

Tast week's open hearing on
the Post Oak Freeway was stric-
tly a routine laid down by law
ihat the populace interested be
given the right to speak.

About 75 Bella.lr:[tes jammed

Shops 'n Shoppers...

WAGNER'S HARDWARE TO HOLD
GRAND OPENING THIS WEEKEND

'\'VAGNER‘S HARDWARE 18 | Grand Opening

it Opening this |

SI. J
CALL

St. - ' Joh
Church, ¢

ship from

Post Oak

Willows o

ficially- w
special
pm. in tb

Building.
A .com:
the County Commissioners Court "posed of -
to do so. of Housts
Cut and Dried ficiate: A!
W. L. Bridgforth of 4633 Maple, | man, pas:
who sought and never gained |terian; W
recognition to speak, told The |City ' Prc
Texan, “Never mind, 11.’5 all | Williams,
cut and dried, anyway.” Elmer r‘L
“A Bellaire woman after hear- | itus, Cen!
ing Freeway plans from A. C. D. ..Craig,
Kaiser chief of the Greater|and Mor
Houston Freeways for the High- I_-Iou;top
way Department, commented in MTEEM?
(Cr.mtmued on Page 4) byterian
who - will

ate on, 2

. Meeting

the 'St. .

headed 1

mittee, "}

Whaller,
values . all| gypner, 1
areund. Eor more detalls, turn| poephin -




Timeline of West Loop Pre-construction

1957-1961 Corridor for freeway

June 1960

1961

cleared Iin Bellaire

190 of 273 needed
parcels for West Loop
acquired (both Bellaire
and Houston)

City of Houston sells 23
acres of Memorial Park
to TxDOT for $816,103
(=$6.5 million in 2015
dollars)

»"'«;"‘.’l. id o

&  along Buffalo Bayou and be-

i ..Estate,
' #The city will retain mineral
R

Ll

1 Page 18,

chnn e “ﬂsdnesday Fehruary 22

‘h

AT CITY HALL 7 gy

Ivtena;%ridw l;;ﬁnd
To Be Sold for Loop

Thc ity will sell abofit 23
acres of \Iomnml parkland

* {o the state for'$816.103

Involved are strips -of land
off the west side of the park
for right of way needed for
the proposed West Loop ( (Post

0ak) Fro vay

Teeds will be
.. to acquire othe ; ark smm
" City appraisers had put an
average value of $932 6 4 0
on the acreage—$116.521.50
. more than the state offer of
$816,103.
However. cily, real estate -
director S. C. White recom-
- mended accepting the state
offer because. of low land

.1 cause, of restrictions on use
" of the llnd held by the Hogg -
Esta

-

i
e
g |
|




Right of Way Clearance in Bellaire

January 1960 photo




Abe and Marvin Zindler Properties

WESTMORELAND  FARMS
__BELLAIRE.TEXAS

PARCEL |BLOCK : TYPE OF | CONVEYANCE AREA | REMAINDER ——— () —
LOT NO. OWNER : w—

NO. | NO. CONV. fvoL. |pAGe |REQUIREDIRIGHT | LEFT

121 11 EY 1 aee '3‘ ZINDLER et al JJudgment | 6257 |55 ~ [58,614™ | NONE |35693" o I
122 i BN ‘J° MARVIN ZINDLER et ux DEED 3944 | 571 ju;825" NONE | NONE 5
123 4 | - 32 - SHUBERT A. KNITTEL et al dgment | 6638 140 ]62449" | NONE |NONE -

Bellaire Blvd

e N

o |

1]
NLE.—MM

[ T -
N 67°41'52"E




Abe Zindler Property, SW corner Bellaire Bivd

HEART OF BELLAIRE SECT. | = = e
BELLAIRE ,TEXAS : WESTMORELAND FARMS
TYPE .
“vor[wo. | toT no. owner comv. o Trage nﬁiﬁzp;ﬂi& o ! BELLAIRE, TEXAS
- - PARCEL |BLOG : i _ TYPE OF CONVEYANCE | AREA |R
[1E) 1 2 RH.DEBELL et ol [Judgment | 5943 205 700 NONE |I2,740 NO. NO. LOT NO. . WNER GONV VoL, meE Trequireo [RiGHT | LEFT
i : —- —— . S
m 5 i J.W_MORROW et ux DEED 3685 | 428 10,628 |NONE_|NONE
116 5 | . J.W-MORROW et ux DEED {3646 | 34| 12:499"‘ NONE | NONE
ur 5 | JOSEPH M.PLIPPONE et ol liudgment [7138 | 220 | 50150” [NONE |NONE
118 5 2 CONOVER H 8BLE et al 5782 B(_J,OTI"' 16,615°' |NONE
120___[i0 . ABE B._ZINDLER ef a1 t[6257 7027*_[NONE 35,795
—— = T T -
N H
gggrn | | ™~

Abe Zindler
225 x 180 feet

WESTMORELAND

180,87

t -

N 02°22'23"W

i

— OAK ROAD ~

s —

SUR._AB.IGZ

3 SUR A.B.I66

JAS. BLESSIN
» 4BELDEN

FINAL

£
£
i

°23'28"W :
585.89' T




Abe Zindler quote in the
Bellaire Texan,
November 16, 1955:

‘I'm not stuck on it, but
what can we do about It.
If they need It, and that’s
the best route, then we
can’t stop progress.”

 Page's

" Bellairites—

(Continued from Page 1)

Shack. Now we have remodeled
it into a three-bedroom, two-

bath home, just like we want it

" We have plenty of Toom for
. our children and pets, and now

« « Phooey!” ;

. Mrs. Jack Smith of 301 North
Post Oak, who has lived at the
corner ‘'of Post Oak and Spruce
for 16 years said, “It makes no
difference. They're gomg to . do
about what they want to do any-
way. "

sk Former Bellaire Maycr Abe

"A Competent and
. Conscientious
Employment Service"
" Owned and Operated
" by a Bellaire resident
Peggy Lyman
Personnel
CA 7-0281 . .

cleric.a.!_ sales -}échnica!’

7 Hour Service

“movement said, “We are abso-

nt-n f"l-- H'I'ﬂ o

Zindler. of 4706 Bellaire Blvd.,
whose land is next to the pro-
posed  Freeway, “I'm net stuck
on it, but what ean we do about
it. If they need it, and that's the
best route. then we can't stop
progress.’

Mrs. Prentiss Young, of 4637
Willow, who with Mr. Young
were leaders in the initiative

lutely 100 per cent dead level
against it, If there's anything
we: could do, we certainly
would,” Mrs. 'xoung sajd Mr,
Young already had contacted the
Texas Highway Department of-
fieials.

Another strong opponent of
the Freeway, the O. J, Devilles
at 4631 Oakdale whose property
will be 20 feet away from the
proposed highway, said, “If we
weren't on it we’d still be a-
gainst it. We hate"fo see it go
through. Everybody in our area
is for a four-lane highway,

Frank Barber of 1110 North
Post Dak sald simply he> was
“resigned to it.”

D. C. Q’Neal of 4700 Maple
whose land is on the west corner
of Post Ozk and Maple: “Noth-
ing we can do about it. You
can't stop progress. It would be
just as bad for the folks on the
east side if the land is taken off
the west side. We'll have 1o
make the best of it.”

However, it is We]l—known
that the Incarnate Word Con-
vent at Old Richmond Read and
Post Oak which has the newly
completed Marian Catholic High
School on the grounds, is upset
by the propeosed Freewny. The|
present plan lops off 140 feet or
more from the convent land,
putting the roadway within]|
throwing distance of the new|:
schanl nlant.




isition

Acqu

r

South of Bellaire Blvd, acquisition
Typically 4 lots on the east side of Post Oak

POST OAK TERRACE SECT. 3

BELLAIRE, TEXAS
NNCELFH T OWNER TYPEOF| CONVEYANCE AREA REMANDER
NO_ NO, LOT. 40, conv. | voL | PAGE LEFT
56 8 * WILLIAM J, MAMON et yx EE 6,775~ | none Inone
[ Y 36 LESUIE W, o [o7s™
56 g 37 tor 710 |ezrs" |
¢ 38 CHESTER L. DECOUX 8t ux X
5 1 | 9,788
[ 2 EDWIN O. MIKESKA &t ux 01 7! 07 178"
3 DE| 1757
[3 4 FRED W, JACK! EED (3838 |i7a T75%
" EVERGREEN  ANNEX
____BELLAIRE, TEXAS
PARCEL. [TYPEOF | CONVEYANCE AREA MAINOER
o fuo | M AR, Jrowe Ln PAGE 'nmulltn mmJ Jeeer ] .
s |—1 RICHARD McCLEWDON oiwx | DEED [3az4 |67 4
T m‘ﬁ TN kT ﬁﬁ- G ﬁ:l&

HELLVIEW

STARKEY SUBDIVISIONS WESTMORELAND FARMS
BELLAIRE, TEXAS BELLAIRE, TEXAS
PARCEL. [ TYPEOF | CONVE YANCE AREA REMAINDER PARCEL [BLOCH TYi
no fuo 1aT, Ho. 1 ounER cony, W LEF no | no | HOT MO e c:f fw%
I [oge0 |34z [67  fasion 212 | o LAURA 8. LA LOWOE _etol | 7289 |76 | 24,840 | none [ wone |
[ RCHARD MeCLEN! DEED 4 |67 1o 7 2 PLD LAURA 8. LA LONDE stol 7289 | 76 3 sgq_;‘m_m
2 BOYKER & VEST peep 3438 [388  |s,510° NONE_|NONE 74 2 ) LAURA B LA LONDE _etal | udgment| 7289 | 76 12,420" | NONE | NONE |
70 II! [ Iaum:n & VEST CONST CO. | DEED |3438 [388 [s910™ Im Im 748 | 2 PLY LAURA B. LA LONOE efol 0EED [ 7240 |19 5,400 | NONE | NONE |
1 ] 1 I | |
BOYKER & VEST
PARCEL [BLoCH] BELLA|RE' EXAMAM AREA REMAINDER
|_No._ | NO. LT . ) conv. | voi. | pace Jni 0 [RinT JLerT
&7 —1C kit
@ - & |—1% T F o
s Y
& z
(=]
| § z
b .
ot | >
2 3
v w
= o

23S 101,00

o
o
! 3

NoTE: Aoben T FE

DATE COMPLE
DATE SURVEY
SCALE : 1"z ¢

£

& | vous
o0y —
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Pin Oak Stables, Grandstand left intact







West Loop at Southwest Freeway

Opened in July 1962, the first modern-design 4-level interchange in Texas
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Looking southeast circa 1960

-




Design Inspired by the iconic stack in Los Angeles

 L.A. 4-level interchange completed in 1949, fully operational in 1953
« World’s first four-level “stack” interchange

"
:ml T
——

1952: A delegation of 56 Dallas leaders visits the interchange




lon circa 1961

Construct




West Loop Iin Bellaire Openings

CITY OF BELLAIRE

e

iatli
April 28, 19 S
prl y WilLIAM H, ROUSE, MAYOR ¥- o\
COUNCILMEN (= . COUNCILMEN
) GRAMT WEBSTER 3 |j_ / (b-rr-v 1 cam
ROBERT 1. GEYER o) - a 5
EARL KELLY 'fm TH Lol

Frontage roads

March 19, 1968

Main lanes, ceremony
on Bellaire overpass

No photos of the
opening were found, but
the big scissors were
almost certainly used

BELLAIRE, TEXAS 77401

March 14, 1968

Mr. Roscoe H. Jones
City Planner
City Hall

Houston, Texas
Dear Roscoe:

The Highway Department will open the Bellaire portion of
Highway 610 on Tuesday, March 19th, at 10 A.M.

This will complete the entire West Loop and we plan to have a
ribbon cutting ceremony on the south bound side of 610 over Bellaire
Boulevard.

1 hope that you will be there and participate in the ceremony,
after which you are invited to come by the Bellaire City Hall for
doughnuts and coffee.

Sincerely yours,

“Yn. H. Rbuse
Mayor

y
-

WHR :NLG




4 )
First Practical Crash Attenuators in the U.S.

October 1968

e |nstalled on the
West Loop at US
59 and IH 10

Below: crash cushion at northbound
West Loop at Southwest Freeway

g

. _ .v® L
.{ ¥ - =




National Environmental Policy Act of 1969
Signed by President Nixon on January 1, 1970

 Made it very difficult or impossible to build freeways

where they were not wanted by locals
By the mid-1970s most urban freeway-building plans

were canceled in all U.S. cities




Ammonia Truck Accident, May 11, 1976

» Truck came northbound through Bellaire, crashed off the
connection ramp to southbound US 59 due to excessive speed
« 5 killed, around 50 hospitalized




« 1992: West Loop widening canceled
e 1999-2003: Repaving in Bellaire

e Starting in 2016: First contract of rebuilding
West Loop — Southwest Freeway interchange

W

6 ramps will be
rebuilt or modified

“

"S_-H 610 BRIDGE 1~
| —RECONSTRUCTION + .
'+ (LN ULTIMATE)




History

Sharpstown
Opened
March 13, 1955

S harpsiown

THE WORLD'S LARGEST RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT

0Turn Outfor | B lly Opens Today at 3:45 p.m.
20,000 Turn Out for Officially Opens Today a p.m.

‘ Sharpstowrl 0penlng T Drive Out-Inspect the Sharps-

- Yl - CUSSED SHARPSTOWN TRY- town Homes and Attend the =
4 By GEORGE BUGBEE /, ..) 3

Press Real Estate Editor | LON CORNERSTONE THAT . > - - —_—
All roads led to Sharpstown|ers. “This was to have been 'u Dedication Ceremonies to be

. WILL HOLD THE TIME CAP-

- lyesterday as some 20,000 Hous- merely a groundbreaking,” he .

ltonians turned out to help cele-|58d: “We didn't dream  they televised on Channel 2
“[brate the opening of the fabulous could possibly erect all of these 3

- _|houses this soon.”
-1/$400.000,000 residential develop “The developers and builders,

SULE TO BE OPENED MARCH

13th, 2000 A.D.

[T L

Guant snmapeey wdl mciede Mermas P Addus

* /ment. You ru bewited s laavs 4 mavage o o Wabiagres, D. €. snmmmsimer of o
"Il Befitting' the dedication of a (Turn to Page 2, Col. 1) i I A B e sbdrasmd

-y project expected to be twice as R T to ny individuad ar te u pblee

dlarge as any other development TRy B opeead 48 yoars beeca. Aa be g4

..{in the world, the turn-out was| ' ' hy B e R

4 believed the largest in Houston's : : i s aalian, nd sasmeqas frim oty

Ylong history of big residential| - ste aed sationsd wificidn.
4{openings. . ;

FHA Commissioner Speaks . .
Officials spoke to a standing-| .’: 4
room-only crowd at Sharpstown's . A X v
i'i|cornerstone—the trylon, in front| . '« il S0 U
+/jof the $100,000 administration| - .
-}|building at Bellaire boulevard w8 e aN Y .
J{jand Avenue F—one of the en-| " - v, e
‘{|trances to the 6500-acre project. au et Dyiess
Principal speaker was Norman| - .
P, Mason, commissioner of the| . ..+ "
Federal Housing Commission, who '
flew down from Washington to
deliver the dedicatory address.

1

L .
\ Tribute to Builders 1w

2

1

1 Developer Frank W. Sharp paid
1 |particular tribute to the build-

U

The time rapeule will be avail:
‘ebls fe pew in the Sharpsteun

A ‘-‘.'ﬂ




A Big Success

One month after opening

e 420 homes under construction

124 homes sold

1120 available lots sold out

One year after opening
e 1000 homes built

» Big birthday party with cake
15 feet high and 20 feet wide

e Jarma Lewis climbed to the
top to blow out the candle

. Celebrating its first anniver-
¢ O

gary, Sharpstown shot the works

fn March with a giant birthday
a cake complete with candle, tele-
i ‘eoverage plus more mundane
;- media, movic stars (Walter Pid-

and Jarma Lewis—right)

¢ plus all the other promotional
- possibilities in an agog-to-zelo-
s typia comprehensiveness of cov-
L/ erage.

" (For the occasion, Builders
i "Marvin Henry and Angelo Mas-
s gfid more than $5 million
o oo ‘or

8 Sharpstown acres on

“which to build $35 million
‘worth of §13,500-$20,000

es. )
A year ago Developer Frank
Sharp paid $6 million for

Never a Dull Moment at Sharpstown Party

With stars in its icing . . .

4,000 acres of virgin prairie—
as a site for his suburban city.

- - . Sharpstown burns candle at both ends on first birthday cake

™19% - HousToON




Frank Sharp’s
Wish List

1.Southwest
Freeway

Frank Sharp, 1906-1993

2. Astronauts

oS00SS OOIOGIOGOS®




4 A
January 1955 Southwest Freeway Alignment
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4 )
January 1955 Southwest Freeway Alignment Study

* Near Saxon Street in Bellaire, then just north of
Pin Oak Stables

00> o

PIN OAYK STASLES
=} =51




January 1956: Final alignment north of the

in
10T=

K1
|

The proposed Southwest Free-
way will not touch Bellaire,

County Commissioner Krle

Chapman, releasing information
on the building lines of the gi-
ant superhighway, announces
the new alignment pats
Southwest Freeway north of the
SAAP rallread .

THE

the’

City of Bellaire

Southwest Freeway Wlll.

He alss sald the cloverleat in-
terchange at Post Oak Road has
been meéved north of the tracks
and no Bellalre homes and prep-
erty will be invelved in the pre-
posed freeway which will start
in downtown Houston and travel
west—southwest to the Fort
Bend County Line,

Although thesa new lines have
not been definitely approved by
the . County:  Commissioners
Court, Mr, Chapman said he was
“sure they will go through as
planned.” ' -

The Southwcat Freeway will
continua . north of the SAAP
Railroad tracks approximately to

_.Td-uch Bellaire!

north Chimney Rock Road, eurve
southwestward 1o . Avenue F,
curve south to.Braes Bayou,
crossing Richmond Read in the
center of the Country Club Vil-
las, It will centinue southwest
ward crossing Roark Road at
Keegan Bayou and continue to
the Fort Bend Couniy Line,

TEXAN

BELLAIRE'S OWN WEEKLY COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER

Serving i}ellaire, Flack Estates, 'Babindd_i. Bm_ Burn Terrace, Larkwood, Willow Bend, Sharpstewn

Volume 2—Number 48

50—Sub3cfiption $2.50 per year

S5 ’
Council OK’s
ek e

Ditch Cover

‘ Clty Counell decided Monday
night tocover the wide and deep

drainage  diteh. running along
Riee Ave, through the business
distriet.

Mayer Hodell announced that

property. ewners aleng the diteh
had ngreed to pay their share or

the cost. :
They Agrec

As planned now, the diteh w-II

Pomva Tlallnina Tl s

s A T

Bellaire, Texas, Wednesday, January 11, 1956




4 A
Expediting the Southwest Freeway to Sharpstown

e |In 1957 efforts were focused on the inner loop
section of the Loop

e Outside the loop on hold due to lack of right-of-way

i

i !
ey (e L
i "—*’.—.;«.‘_. i. = -

\_ “ Southwest freeway in the 'Snltié.b‘herd/Montrose area | | )




Construction at Hazard Street 1960




 R.E. “Bob” Smith offered to donate land if the freeway
was realigned through his property.

. KIRKWOooD

N\ U‘ '!.. S
' RICHMOND

AN




Landowners Unite to Thwart Smith

o September 1957
Landowners offer to donate 10.5 miles of freeway
right-of-way If construction of frontage roads would
begin within a year

e 295 acres valued at $2.5 million ($21 million in 2015
dollars)
Frank Sharp: 3.2 miles
Others: 7.3 miles
iIncluding J.K. Dorrance Estate, Fred J. Stancliff

e Frontage road construction underway in 1958 and
dedicated in December 1961



4 )

Sharpstown Center,
Opened September 14, 1961

: ;
U\'}‘HE HOUSTON POST G SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 10 1g6'

- Thi i te w
Sharpstown

Cener




Opening of the first
section of the
Southwest Freeway
July 26, 1961

Elevated freeway at Montrose




p
US 59 Montrose

 Elevated freeway sunk
Into a trench

« Completed in 2006

 Elevated section to the
east proposed for trench
In future downtown
rebuild




Main lanes from
downtown to
Westpark opened
July 24, 1962

Sharpstown has
‘Freeway Opening
Specials”

. ny. the 24th of July is the day [hl’t
Mmay officially opens. | %
== Now, just minutes after leaving work in déwntown
| Houston, you will be able to enjoy
all the conveniences of Country Club |
£ living in Sharpstown . . . including golf and swimming.
Remmber, (hcrc is 2 home to fit your needs and
hudget in Shupstov.n and now is the time to buy.

_ SEE T I E8YE, HOMEj TODAY

athoSuilden Wintnsne T
Al Beick U—hl All Brick Colonial
E 4 Badroom, 15 Builhin K itchen, 3 Badreems, 2 Baths, Buili-in Kmi-—. Dea with
;= Den with l..i L-,hu Real Firnplace, ate Dining Room, Living Room.
Roem, Livisg hou. ArCondu-ud Caniral Heat. Air.Canditioned. f_Hesl.




September 19, 1961

Announcement that Manned Spacecraft Center would be in Houston

Front:

Walter Shirra (1923-2007),
Deke Slayton (1924-1993),
John Glenn (born 1921),
Scott Carpenter (1925-
2013)

Back:

Alan Shepherd (1923-1998),
Gus Grissom (1926-1967),
Gordon Cooper (1927-2004)
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* In the Country Club Estates
e Homes valued at $45,000 to $50,000
e Price to astronauts $10,000

* Rejected by NASA head James Webb on
March 2, 1962

» Federal employees could not receive
gifts

Frank Sharp wanted the Astronauts in Sharpstown

o Late February 1962, Sharp offers homes to the astronauts

2015 dollars
$360,000-$400,000
$80,000

= auls’ i\cc ptaﬁ

Of Homes Here Is Vetoed

POST WASHINOTON BUREAY 1 Frank a Houston|
WASHINGTON - The head of |,
the Nafional Aeronauti
Space Admin
Webb, said
ca’'s asfronauts
accept Houston in¢

ind_developer, had an-
this week that
" would build}
nish homes worth| about
$50,000 and  provide |

¥ e -astronauts for—at
uld foken ment of about §10,000
I homes would be next

i ) n Country Club. |
2osd THOM \\ H AD SAID eparlier
. a were na-
Thotight it
ple of Har-
to build and

them—at low

et | TS
e of the astronauts|
familieshad —parifer]

1sing with him and
dn't ask-for favors,**{

He said they knew they would|
astronauts fts ' have tq find new homes in}

= of tier it |ed 1o get their money's worth.™

Ill' \AIII Il} Il()l ¥ II

, Houst " |Mass Shots Start
‘- A NN« (! Spas aft C r could| SWANSHA, Wales-4B 1A feam’
ind ¥ at rw-rmb?? prices.{of 36 doctors carried out fmass

homas -mrt he hoped some-|
p/thing_fouid be worked out so vaccinations “Friday in the)

s the astronadls could have aj Rhonda Valley area of |Wales,
hogood Huy and also so the fed- *‘ where six cases of smallpox
e_eral I.ln wolld be satisfied, developed this week. .|

i P




" March 6: Each astronaut offered a home inthe
1962 Parade of Hom_em_s.in Sharpown

|
[

*J HDUSTIJN L'H% ONICLE  finay

GLENN ONLY ABSENTEE ALL OFFERED HOMES

.6 Astronauts Hold First Planning Session Here

Tuesday and Tuesday zﬁshtin :

n outside
NASA's Houston e o 1o i
ll'_. g -:_'- # I




NASA and White House not happy

e Life Magazine $500,000 exclusive contract ($570,000 per
astronaut in 2015 dollars) had already upset many at NASA,
especially director James Webb

FIRST-PERSON REPORTS BY

THE ASTRONALTS N LIFE 5‘3?3?!%%; ”l”,iﬁf MAKING OF
"Gl st i A BRAVE MAN

Astronau t
Scott Carpenter and
His Wife Rene

SEPTEMBER 21,1959

» Issue simmered during March, with White House
involvement in early April




Homes Accepted....Then Declined

e March 29
Astronauts announce that they will accept the homes

o April 2
Press reports that the issue was escalated to the
White House

o April 3
Astronauts decline offer via their representative at a
Washington DC press conference
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NASA Spokesman: i
“NASA has advised the astronauts that G
acceptance of the homes is not consideredto = |
be in the best interest of all concerned.”

| WASHINGTON — The Houston Home Builders As-
sociation’s offer of free homes for America’s seven
astronauts wds rejected Monday, four days after the
astronauts’ attorney had accepted it.

Translation: You better not accept the homes! 5 miis o o

| information officer, Buildars Association he wuuld'
Col John (Shorty) Powers, and recommend| acceptance. Actual|

=~ g L

{their attorney and business ad-ly he n d [not tell any of me1
viser, C. Leo De Orsey of Wash- astronauts of his recommenda- h
ington, announged at a press tion ::r*‘.: ‘x inday, he said.
lconference that the offer was I ygas d ng to ecommend.
being declined.

s that e G piine as.| acceplanc he said. “If I said

Astronauts’ Spokesman S e e s e |

pms d on it. It had not gone!
| POWERS REPEATED his and|that fa

“It didn’t take too much brains to figure out that ¥z Trna i st e

See Aqu\ALT on Page 2
-

it would make the boss mad if they accepted :“h‘%l?fﬁg'f}ﬁ%ﬁépame] Calleq
and would keep a controversy going.” ":.tpm added: In Johnny Fe

A.lanutte dpohcy




( )
Astronauts welcomed to Houston July 4, 1962
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Sharpstown Parade of Homes on Rowan Street
July 1-15, 1962

e el

RODRhAGLD o

7 1000 EXTRAVAGANZA @P .
7 OF NEW FASHIONS IN = <~ ;.:,r b
LUXURY LIVING ! B e

ifFAHAﬂE i
- N

AN“ HUME SHuw o
rd Beautiful Furnishings, Et'ﬂ'.m :

DD I "“'_'|_ " New 1deai for Homet e tor Convaoarcel
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Parade of Homes

Sharpstown 1962
e 8800-8900 block of Rowan
« EXxpected attendance: 200,000

Previous locations

« 1952 Edgewood

o 1953 Oak Forest

o 1954 four subdivisions
e 1955 Meyerland

e 1956 Glenbrook Valley
e 1957 Briarmeadow

e 1958 Sharpstown

e 1959 Westbury

e 1960 Walnut Bend

« 1961 Briargrove Park

Location of Rowan home site in Sharpstown
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1955 Meyerland Parade of Homes

* 5100 block of Jackwood “The well-publicized H-bomb shelter is
reached through a stairway off the
kitchen. Erected by Clean Span
Engineering Company, the shelter has
* 7 McMansions been highly praised by national civil

* 1vacantlot defense experts.”
5102 Jackwood featured an

underground bomb shelter

30 homes
« 8 original homes torn down
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Frank Sharp Finally gets His Freeway

April 9, 1965, opening of main lanes through Sharpstown




4 A
Dallas-Fort Worth Freeways, Texas-Sized Ambition

www.DFWFreeways.com

Dallas-Fort Worth Freeways Featuring

e » Celebrations and opening stunts

Oscar Slotboom

» Central Expressway

« Stemmons Freeway and the JFK
assassination

e SH 114 and the Delta 191 crash
 Texas Stadium

* “How Motorists and Other Living
Things Can Find Happiness in
the Dallas Freeway System”
narrated by Mel Blanc




Thank You

Questions




